EPILOGUE
to be made that the name of the Club was changed to the
Allenby (Services) Club. It still exists to commemorate
his interest in soldiers and their welfare.
His interest In birds and animals was marked by his
association with the Zoological Society; his Presidency of
the Central Asian Society maintained his connexion with
the part of the world in which he had so distinguished
himself; his appointment as Gold Stick in Waiting, which
went with his Colonelcy of the Life Guards, meant
attendance at Court functions when he was in London.
Except when the duties of these various institutions,
which he carried out with characteristic thoroughness,
claimed him, he spent his leisure in travel in the winter
and in fishing in the spring and summer. Birds he had
always with him.
On his return home in 1925 Allenby was offered Deal
Castle as a residence. He and Lady Allenby spent a few
months there, but neither cared for the seaside, and the
house was too cold. They decided to make their perma-
nent home in London and settled in 24 Wetherby
Gardens, South Kensington, a conveniently sized and
comfortable house. The small back garden became an
aviary, in which Allenby soon had a collection of his
favourites. In the winters the Allenbys invariably set out
on some distant travel. In 1925-26 they visited Australia
at the invitation of the Australian Government, went on
to New Zealand for three wreeks, and travelled home by
Canada. In the winter of 1927-28 they went to Sout6.
Africa, staying first with Sir Abe Bailey at Cape Town
and then at Pretoria with Princess Alice and Lord
Athlone, the Governor-General. Lord AtMone had been
Allenby's subaltern in the early part of the South African
War. The Allenbys went on to Southern Rhodesia, where
unfortunately Lady Allenby had a severe attack of
malaria at Victoria Falls. They returned home by
Nairobi and Cairo.
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